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Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the 

sanitary  conditions  and.  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the  Painscastle 
Rural  District  during  the  year  1958. 

In  this  report  I have  endeavoured,  to 
deal  briefly  with  all  matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public 
health  and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included  comments  on  all  the 
subjects  specifically  requested  in  Circular*  22/58  (l'7ales ) by  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health. 

SECTION  1.  GENERAL  AFP  VITAL  STATISTICS 
Area  ...  31,414  acres. 

The  Rural  District  of  Painscastle  is  situated  in  the  southern 
part  of  Radnorshire  and  adjoins ‘the  counties  of  Breconshire  and.  Hereford, 
and  is  an  agricultural  district. 


Population 

"Census  1931  2,149. 

Census  1951  1,872. 

Estimated  Midsummer  1958  1,780. 


The  Registrar*  General's  estimated  population  for  the  last  10  years  was:- 
1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 _ 1957  1958 

1,908  1,884  1,856  1,820  1,808  1,810  1,810  1,790  1,800  1,780 

Inhabited  House s 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  was  559  giving 
an  average  number  of  3-18  persons  per  house. 

Males  Females  Rate  per. 1000  pop . 

Live  Births  11  10  11*8 

Still  Births  0 Q__  0 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  11  10 


The  corresponding  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16*4. 

The  district  rate  was  therefore  lower  then  the  National  average,  but  higher 
than  the  district  death  rate. 

Infant  Deaths 

No  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  in  children  under  l'year. 


Rato  per  1,000  total  live  births  0, 

Ra.tc  per  1,000  legitimate  live  birth  0; 

Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  0. 


Illegitimate  Live  Births  Percentage  of  total  live  births. 

One  (male ) 4*7% 

Maternal  Deaths 

No  deaths  during  the  year  could  be  attributed  to  childbirth. 

MaJ.es  Females  Rate  per  1000  pop . 
Deaths  6 10  8*98 

The  death  rate  for  the  district  was  lower  than  the  corresponding 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Vfoles  which  wa s 11.7 


Analysis  of  Cause is  of  Deaths 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 
Vascula.r  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  disease  

Other  heart  disease  

Pneumonia. 

Accidents  - motor  vehicle  

Other  causes  • • • 
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SECTION  2. ^N^AL,  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Public  Health  Officers.  The  same  arrangement  existed  in  1958  as  in 
previous  years.  Mr.  G.  G.  Evans,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  is. also 
employed,  in  a.  similar  capacity  by  the  Hay  Urban  and  Hay  Rural  District 
Councils . 


Laboratory  Facilities.  Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  Hereford, 
Brecon  and  Carmarthen  and  all  water  samples  are  sent  to  these ^Laboratories • 
Milk  samples  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory .at  Hereford.^ 
Investigation  required  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  is  performed 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  Hereford. 


Nursing  and  Other  Facilities.  The  County  Council  is  responsible  for 
these  services..  The  County  Council  also  administer  the  maternity  and 
child  welfare  clinics  v/here  treatment  is  available  for .minor .ailments, 
dental,  eye  and  orthopaedic  defects.  Immunisation .against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  is  also  carried  out  at  these  clincs. 


The  hospital  needs 
apart  from  infectious  diseases  are  provided. 


Ho spitals. 


of  the  district  for  all  diseases 
for  at  the  County  and.  General 

Hospitals  at  Hereford.  A few  cases  are  admitted  to  Brecon  and 
Llandrindod  Wells  Hospitals.  Hereford  and.  Merthyr  Tydiil  Isolation 
Hospitals  receive  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


Mortuary  and  Post  Mortem  Facilities.  During  the  year,  with  the  kind 
co-operat ion  of  the  Breconshire  Welfare  Committee,  a room  at  Coclccroxt 
House,  Hay-on-Wye,  continued  to  be  used.  This  room  is  fully  equip ed 
for  carrying  out  Post  Mortem  examinations  and  is  shared  with  the  Hay  u.jj.l. 
and  Hay  R.D.C, 

Disinfection.  The  methods  used  principally  for  disinfection 

are  fumigation  and  spraying. 


SECTION  3.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supplies  The  Consulting  Civil  Engineers  prepared  final 

drawings  for  the  Hay  end.  Painscastle  Water  Supply  Scheme,  including  the 
lines  and.  levels  of  the  proposed  water  mains,  sites  for  intake  works  at 
Llanbwchllyn  Lake  and.  on  tin  River  Wye  at  Llyswen,  pumping  stations  and 
reservoirs.  All  drawings  and  documents  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  oi 
Housing  & Local  Government  for  their  approval,  as  well  as  to  the  Breconshire 
and.  Radnorshire  County  Councils,  and  the  observations  of  these  Depc.rtmen  s 

is  ^waited.  Details  of  the  water  supply  position  in  each 

parish  is  given  below:- 

Boughrpoa^^^  water  supply,  which  is  owned  by  the  Hay  Rural  District 

Council,  supplies  some  26  properties  in  this  parish.  The  r ema ining 
properties  have  private  sources;  the  supplies  being  generally  inoiifiicient. 


»nmgm  0Tm  the  supply  which  serves  the  hamlet  of  Rhosgoch; 

,he  Quantity  being  adequate  during  the  year.  The  other  properties  in  th- 
is rish  have  their  own  private  sources,  the  quantity  being  genera  y 
Insufficient . Two  samples  from  the  * Council’ s supply  were  taken,  one  being 

satisfactory  and  one  unsatisfactory. 

'force  samples  taken  from  private  sources  wore  satisi^ctoi „ . 


*“  Clyro  Pa.rish 

~ The" Council  own  the  supply  serving  the  village  of  Clyro 
consisting  of  some  44  dwellings  and  other  properties.  The  supply  was 
adeqi(Bj»e  to  meet  all  demands  during  the  year, 

^ The  other  farms  and  cottages  in  the  parish  have  their  own  small 
private  suoplies  consiting  of  small  piped  supplies,  wells  and  springs. 

4 samples  of  water  from  the  Council's  supply  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination;  of  these,  3 were  satisfactory  and  1 
un  sat i sf a c t or y . 

2 samples  from  private  supplies  were  taken;  one  being  suspicious 
and  one  unsatisfactory. 

Glasbury  Parish 

Some  99  dwellings  have  a piped  supply  from  the  service  reservoirs, 
at  Cwmbach  which  are  owned  by  the  Council.  Although  1958  was  a wet 
yee.r,  it  was  still  necessary  to  augment  the  supply  from  the  Radnorshire 
County  Council's  Smallholding  supply  at  Skynlais  Farm  and  to  restrict 
the  flow  to  the  village  for  a few  nights  to  increase  the  level  of  water 
in  the  reservoir. 

A start  was  made  on  laying  a.  new  communication  pipe  along 
Hampton  Road  to  replace  the  badly  corroded  main. 

Two  samples  of  wa.ter  were  taken  from  the  Council's  supply;  one  being 
satisfactory  and  one  unsatisfactory. 

During  the  yean  a start  was  made  on  the  improvement  of  the  wa.ter 
supply  to  the  properties  at  Ciltwrch  and  Ffynnon-Gynydd,  An  Agreement 
was  made  with  Mr.  WeaJLe  of  Penwaun  Farm  to  connect  the  Council's  water 
main, serving  the  standpipe  at  Ciltwrch, into  the  water  Pipe  supplying 
properties  from  the  hydraulic^  Ran  at  Penwaun  Farm.  A bulk  supply- of 
water  will  be  taken  from  the  Radnorshire  County  Council  Smallholding1  s 
Supply  at  an  a.greed.  charge,  and  fed  through  the  me. ins  to  serve  the 
additional  properties. 

Llandewifach  Parish 

‘This  parish  has  no  Council  owned  supply.  There  are  only  15 
properties  in  the  parish  wh ich  have  private  piped  supplies,  wells  and. 
springs.  This  parish  will  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  Llanbwchllyn 
Lake  Scheme. 

Llanbedr-Painscastle  Parish 

This  perish  has  one  small  private  piped  supply  serving  three 
farms  and  six  cottages.  The  other  properties  have  smell  piped  supplies, 
springs  and  wells;  This  perish  can  easily  be  supplied  with  water  from 
Llanbwchllyn  Lake. 

Three  samples  from  private  sources  were  taken;  two  were  satisfactory  and 
one  unsatisfactory. 

Llnnstephan  Perish 

This  parish  ha,s  some  30  dwellings  of  which  12  ere  served  by  a. 
private  piped  supply.  The  other  dwellings  arc  served  by  small  piped 
supplies,  ^ ells  and  springs.  ' This  parish  can  ea.sily  be  supplied  with 
water  from  Llanbwchllyn  Lake. 

Llandilo-Gra.ban  Parish 

There. is  one  small  Council  supply  serving  a standpipe  and  three 
other  small  priva.te  supplies  in  this  parish.  The  other  properties  being- 
served  by  shallow  springs  and  wells.  The  parish  is  in  urgent  need  of  a. 
piped  supply  and  this  can  be  made  available  from  Llanbwchllyn  Lake . 

Llowcs  Supply 

The  Council  own  the  supply  serving  the  villa.ge  of  Llowcs.  The 
other  prperties  are  served  from  priva.te  piped  supplies,  wells  and.  springs 
The  supply  to  the  village  fluctuated  during  the  summer  months 
but  there  was  no  actual  failure.  Improvements  were  carried,  out  during 
the  year  by  the  construction  of  a semi -permanent  800  gallon  reservoir 
and  a sand  gravity  filter.  The  new  reservoir  was  constructed  some 
60  feet  a.bove  the  old  reservoir  which  will  give  a.dd.ed  pressure  of  water 
in  the  village. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination;  two 
being  satisfactory  and.  two  unsatisfactory. 

Three  samples  from ‘private  sources  were  talcen;  two  being  satisf  n.ctory  a.nd 
one  unsatisfactory. 


Approval  ms  given  during  the  year  for  three  private  water 
schemes  to  individual  farms  and  these  were  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  under  the  Hill  Faming  and  Livestock 
Rearing  Acts. 

Humber  of  insoections  of  water  supplies  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  in  1958  , 33, 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  are  no  public  sewers  nor  sewage  disposal  works  in  the 
district  apart  from  6 small  sewage  disposal  plants  serving  Council 
housing  estates. 

Consideration  had  previously  been  given  for  a joint  sewerage 
scheme  by  the  Painscastle  Rural  and  Hay  Rural  District  Councils  to  serve 
the  properties  on  both  sides  of  the  River  Wye  at  Clasbury,  but  after 
further  consideration  of  the  joint  scheme,  the  Hay  Rural  District  Council 
decided  to  withdraw  from  the  scheme.  Plans  were  therefore  prepared 

for  sewers  and  a sewage  disposal  works  to  serve  those  properties  on  the 
Radnorshire  side  of  the  river  only,  and.  at  the  end  of  the"  year  these  were 
in  an  advanced,  stage  of  preparation. 

A site  was  approved  during  the  year  for  a sewage  disposal 
works  for  the  village  of  Llowes  and.  some  survey  work  was  carried  out  and 
preliminary  plans  prepared. 

Consideration  was  given  for  the  provision  of  sewers  and.  a 
sewage  disposal  works  for  the  village  of  Clyro. 

Humber  of  visits  paid  to  drainage  work  19. 

Public  Cleansing 


Refuse  is  collected  once  weekly  in  the  parishes  of  Llanstcphan, 
Boughrood,  Clasbury,  Llowes  and.  Clyro,  and  monthly  in  the  parishes  of 
Bryngwyn,  Llandilo-Graban  and  Llanbe dr -Pains castle. 

The  refuse  collection  service  is  undertoken  by  the  Council’s 
workmen  and.,  lorry  jointly  with  the  Hay  Urban  and.  Hay  Rural  District 
Councils  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  Refuse  is 
disposed,  on  by  controlled,  tipping  at  the  Clyro  refuse  tip. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  is  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and.  the  following  details  give  information  for 
1958;- 


Huisances 

Humber  of  complaints  received  28. 

Humber  of  complaints  investigated  28. 

Humber  of  premises  inspected 28. 

Humber  of  premises  re-visited  9. 

Humber  of  Preliminary  notices  served  0. 

Humber  of  Abatement  Hotices  served.  0. 


Verminous  Premises  (excluding  rats  and  mice) 

Any  premises  found  as  a.  result  of  complaint  or  upon  inspection  to 
be  infested  with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  would,  be  treated.  with  D.D.T, 
preparations.  Ho  premises  were  found  infested  during  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  Sure  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

It  is  not  considered  tha.t  any  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  of 
such  a nature  as  to  require  control  under  byelaws  made  under  Section  6 
of  the  Housing  Act, 1936. 


Camp in# Sites 

There  is  no  recognised  camping  site  in  the  district  for  which  a 
.sd  is  required. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 


Li censed  Premises 

There  are  6 licensed  premises  in  the  district. 
Eunber  of  inspections  made  

Factories 

kim'oer  "of  factories  in  the  district  

Numberof  ins pections  made  


Shoos 

There  are  6 shops  which  deal  in  food  in  the  district  and  these 


c-.n  be  classified  as  follows :- 

Grocers  (General)  4. 

Tobacconist  s/Conf  ectioners  1.* 

Butchers  1 . 

Number  of  inspections  made  6* 


Rodent  Control 

One  full-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  who  works  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  operator  is  similarly 
employed  by  the  Hay  Urban  and  Hay  Rural  District  Councils. 

1956  n 01=0 

Number  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year  419 

Number  of  premises  found  infested.  59 

Number  of  premises  treated  by  the  rodent  operator  27 

Number  of  premises  treated  by  the  occupier  32 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  in  the  year  366 

Number  of  dead  rats  recovered  in  the  year  103 

Legal  Proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  undertoken  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
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SECTION  4 . HOUS ING  ^ n n 0r_0 

The  Council  own  42  houses.  No  Council  houses  were  erected  In  1958. 
There  were  2 private  houses  built  in  1958,  making  a total  of  14 

completed  since  1946.  . ... 

Two  applications  for  an  Improvement  Grant  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
1949-54  v/ere  received  and.  approved)  the  total  amount  of  Grant  being  &j538. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  approved  the  payment  of  Grants  under 
the  Hill  Farming  <5b  Livestock  Rearing  Acts  for  the  improvement  of  five 
farmhouses  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


Number  of  house  to  house  inspections 


50. 


At  the  31st .December ,1958, 
"waiting  list”  for  Council  houses 

Parish 

Boughrood  

Clyrc  

Glasbury  

Llandilo-Graban  

Lion  stephan  

Llowcs  

Bryngwyn  


there  were  21  applicants  on  your 


as  follows 

Number  of 
applicants 

4 

5 

6 
1 
1 
2 
2 

21 


Number  living 

in  rooms 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

_0 

3" 


Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932 [Article  3l) 

1.  The  number  of  houses  v/hich  on  inspection _ were 

considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  

2%  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied,  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  local  authority  or  their  officers  

q The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
’ authority  with  a view  to  (a)  the  serving  of 
notices  requiring  the  execution  ox  works  oi 
(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notice  

6.  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders 

made  

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  under  sub-section 

of  section  19  of  the  Housing  Act, 1930  

8.  Humber  of  houses  demolished.  


* 

35. 


2. 


0. 

0. 

0. 

0. 

9. 


23. 


SECT  IQiT  5 INSPECT  ION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  There  are  2 dealers  registered^in^he^di^trict^ho 


7i 


pasteurised  and.  sterilised  milk.  There  are  no 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  dealers  .'.’ !!!!!!! ! 7\ 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  

Number  of  samples  taken  from  producer/retailers  3! 

Number  of  samples  satisfactory  

Ioe'CrCTSereearyfhroe  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
ice  C1  pp  gr.^pios  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Number  of  inspections  made 

Hood  Preparat ion.  Rooms^lm^ 

There  are  no  such  premises  m tne  d.ist__cu. 

Fish  fish  and  chip  shops  in  the  district. 

condemned,  from  shops  during  the  year, 
Meat  One  slaughterhouse  was  registered  on  the  31st .July ,1954  for  a 


19. 


74. 


Number  of  inspetions  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  

n 4.  • _ i pp+nri  "ht/-  a Hereford  firm  who  dcoi.1  m 
v.sto  m£l  Otho^foods  arc  disced  of  in  the  Council's 

refuse  tip  after  spraying  with  fluoresene  sta  . 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


W"  " ' i Cattle 

| excluding  j 
cows 

Cows  j 

i 

Calves  ; 

Sheep  ’ 
& 

Lambs 

i 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed,  (if  known) 

Number  inspected 

43 

0 

0 

224 

72 

0 

/ill  diseases  except 
Tube r eul o s i s an n 
Cvstie or cos is 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

0 

1 

1 

[ 

{ 

1 

0 

! 

j 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

9 

4 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticcrcosis 

4*65 

0 

- 

0 

4 • 01 

5*83 

0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  car cases  condemned 

Car cases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0 

i 

O 

o 

C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

! 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

! 

0 

t . ■ — 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

j 

0 

0 

i o 

0 

0 

♦ 

0 

1 

i o 

I 

J 

0 

! o 

i 
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reported  to 


ppwM^RNCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  IWECTIOUS  disease 

following  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 

me  dur ing  the  year • - , _ . 

Scarlet  Fever  s iema_Le, 


were 
1 male . 


with  the  County  Hospital  at 


Venereal  Disease 

I1  he  County  Council  has  an  agreement  v . „ - , ,0  , 

Hereford  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases.  Ahe  tracing  oi  contacts  «_v 
the  following  up  of  defaulters  is  the  responsibility  o±  the  Countj 

Council . 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  no  new  cases  oi 
system  notified  during  the  year. 


tuberculosis 


of  the  respiratory 


Immunisation 


As  a result  of  the  Health  Act  the  County  Council  were 
responsible  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough  and  polio-myelitis.  Diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
being  now  generally  combined,  in  one  innoculation . The  details  of 
the  figures  for  these  immunisations  are  not  yet  available. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  are  available  at  the  schools  during 
ordinary  medical  inspections  and.  at  the  surgeries  of  the  medical 
practitioners  practising  in  the  area. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  country  continues  to  fall 
but  it  is  important  to  remember  that  elimination  of  the  diseo.se  is 
conditional  upon  the  continuation  of  an  adequate  degree  of  immunisation. 


Yours  faithfully, 

¥.  W.  WILSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


13,  Broad  Street, 
Hay-on-Wye . 

Hereford. 

Telephone:  Hay-on-Wye  13. 


